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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A method for 
treating hepatic disease or improving liver function 
comprising administering to a subject in need thereof, who has 

not been hepatectomized, an effective amount of va-l-in - e L~ 

valine in the form of a composition which contains ^aM - Re —L - 
valine as an active ingredient and which is entirely free of 
other amino acids or -oub o tantially -froo o f oth ^e— ama^e- aci do 
as an effective ingredient, and wherein said valine L- valine 
has a therapeutic effect on hepatic disease per se. 

2 . (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A method for 
improving liver function comprising administering to a subject 
in need thereof who has not been hepatectomized an effective 
amount of v a l ine L -valine in the form of a food composition 
which contains vala^a eL- valine as an active ingredient and 
which is entirely free of other amino acids or o ubot a n tie hHry 
free — ef oth er a mine a cid s as an active ingredient, and wherein 
said v a l in e — L- valine p er se has an effect of improving, and 
does improve, the function of said liver. 

3 . (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 2 
wherein the food composition is a functional food. 
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4 . (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 1 
wherein the hepatic disease is hepatitis. 

5. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 1 
wherein the hepatic disease is hepatic insufficiency. 

6. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 1 
wherein the hepatic disease is cirrhosis. 

7 . (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 1 
wherein valine is L-valine. 

8 . (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 2 
wherein valine is L-valine. 

9 . (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 1 
wherein the administration is by injection. 

10. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 1 
wherein the administration is by infusion. 

11. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 1 
wherein the administration is by the oral route. 

12. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A kit for 
treating hepatic disease or improving liver function 
comprising an effective amount of L - va 1 i ne : v^ar3r4-^e in the form 
of a composition which contains L - va 1 i rie va-l-i-n-e- as an active 
ingredient and which is entirely free of other amino acids 
e^B^e^fe-agfeirall y free of other a mino a reirds— as an active 
ingredient, and instructions for treating hepatic disease or 
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improving the liver functions for a patient who has not been 
hepatectomized. 

13 . (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A kit for 
improving liver function comprising an effective amount of L- 
va 1 i ne-vali no in the form of a food composition which contains 
L-yaline va liEbe as an active ingredient and which is entirely- 
free of other amino acids or substa ^t-irarl-^y free of other am i no 

a ei ds, and in which said L~val i ne vali -Re has an effect of per 
se improving the function of the liver, and instructions for 
improving the liver function for a patient who has not been 
hepatectomi zed . 

14. (Withdrawn) The kit according to claim 13 
wherein the food composition is a functional food. 

15. (Withdrawn) The kit according to claim 12, 
wherein the instructions are for hepatitis, hepatic 
insufficiency, or cirrhosis. 

16. (Withdrawn) The kit according to claim 13 
wherein the instructions are for hepatitis, hepatic 
insufficiency or cirrhosis. 

Claims 17-18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Withdrawn) The kit according to claim 12 
wherein the composition is in a form for injection. 
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20. (Withdrawn) The kit according to claim 12 
wherein the composition is an infusion preparation. 

21. (Withdrawn) The kit according to claim 12 
wherein the composition is an oral preparation. 

22. (Withdrawn - Current ly Amended) A method for 
treating hepatic disease selected from the group consisting of 
acute hepatitis, chronic hepatitis, hepatic insufficiency, and 
cirrhosis comprising administering to a subject in need 
thereof an effective amount of L- valinevaMHe . 

23. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 22 
wherein the acute hepatitis and chronic hepatitis are caused 
by a hepatitis virus. 

24 . ( Wi thdr awn- Current ly Amended) A method for 
treating chronic hepatopathy or improving liver function 
comprising administering to a subject in need thereof, who has 
not been hepatectomized, an effective amount of L - va 1 i ne v - a - l-iae 
in the form of a composition which contains L - va 1 inevaM-Be as 
an active ingredient and which is entirely free of other amino 

acids or substantially f r ee of — ot her a mino acids as an active 

ingredient, and wherein said L ~ va 1 i n e va-i-iae has a therapeutic 
effect on chronic hepatopathy per se. 

25. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A kit for 
treating chronic hepatopathy or improving liver function 
comprising an effective amount of L - va 1 i ne va 1 i nc in the form 
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of a composition which contains L- valine val ine as an active 
ingredient and which is entirely free of other amino acids 03? 

■ertafe B -fe a- H fe--3rar3r-l-y-'feee-Q of et he r amfk^—a-e-idrs — a s an active 

ingredient, and instructions for treating chronic hepatopathy 
or improving the liver functions for a patient who has not 
been hepatectomi zed . 

26. (Currently Amended) A method for treating or 
improving a low albumin level comprising administering to a 
subject in need thereof an effective amount of L- valin e val ine 
in the form of a composition which contains L - val i ne va 1 i nc as 
an effective ingredient and which is entirely free of other 
amino acids o r substantially free of oth er a mino acidic —as an 
effective ingredient . 

27. (Previously Presented) The method according to 
claim 26, wherein the low albumin level accompanies a lowering 
of the hepatic function. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method according to 
claim 26, wherein the composition is a food composition. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method according to 
claim 28, wherein the composition is a functional food. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method according to 
claim 26, wherein the low albumin level is a low albumin level 
in blood. 
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31. (Previously Presented) The method according to 
claim 26, wherein the low albumin level is a low serum albumin 
level . 

32 . (Currently Amended) The method according to 
claim 26, wherein the low albumin level is hypoalbuminemia^ 

Claim 33. (Cancelled) 

34 . (Previously Presented) The method according to 
claim 26, wherein the composition is an injection or an 
infusion preparation. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method according to 
claim 26, wherein the composition is an oral preparation. 
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